
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE: July 12, 2006  ITEM NO. GOAL: Coordinate Planning to Balance Infrastructure 
    
 
  
SUBJECT Minor Amendments to ESL - 6-TA-2006 

 
REQUEST Request to approve a text amendment to Article VI. Supplementary District., 

Section(s) 6.1010. Environmentally Sensitive Lands Ordinance of the City of 
Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance (455) to amend Section. 6.1011. Purpose., 
Section. 6.1060. Open Space Requirements., and Section. 6.1100. Maintenance 
and violations. and to add Section 6.1035. Site Preparation limitations.  The 
intent of this amendment is to protect undeveloped desert areas from being 
grading or scarred before a specific development plan on a property has been 
approved by the city. 
 
Key Items for Consideration: 
• This ordinance amendment will assure that potential natural areas will be 

protected until the city has approved plans for a property. 
 
Related Policies, References: 
This is an amendment to the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Ordinance 
(ESLO). 
 

APPLICANT CONTACT Don Hadder 
City of Scottsdale 
480-312-2352 
 

LOCATION ESL area 
 

BACKGROUND Zoning. 
This is a text amendment that would affect areas covered by the ESL zoning 
overlay.  This text change will provide a similar protection to what was 
provided under the previous Hillside Ordinance. 
 

APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Goal/Purpose of Request.  
The intent of this amendment is to protect undeveloped desert areas from being 
grading or scarred before a specific development plan on a property has been 
approved by the city.  This will help to assure that sensitive natural features 
that could and should be included in Natural Area Open Space (NAOS) are not 
compromised or damaged before the proper dedications area made. 
 
Key Issues. 
This will hopefully deter pre-grading and clearing on properties before there 
has been a full review of the site conditions and a specific development plan 
has been established. 
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PROPOSED ESL GRADING AMENDMENTS 7-5-06 
 
SEC. 6.1035.   SITE PREPARATION LIMITATIONS 
 

NO PERSON SHALL GRADE, CLEAR, GRUB, REMOVE PLANTS OR CONDUCT 
ANY OTHER FORM OF CONSTRUCTION OR SITE PREPARATION UPON A 
PROPERTY UNTIL:  

A. 1. THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD HAS APPROVED A SITE PLAN 
INCLUDING A NATURAL AREA OPEN SPACE (NAOS) PLAN AS PART OF 
A CASE OR PRELIMINARY PLAT, OR 
2. THE CITY STAFF HAS APPROVED BUILDING PLANS OR OTHER 
SUCH PLAN SUBJECT TO CITY APPROVAL, INCLUDING A NATURAL 
AREA OPEN SPACE PLAN, AS APPLICABLE, AND  

B.   APPROPRIATE PERMITS HAVE BEEN ISSUED. 
 
SEC. 6.1060. OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. NAOS REQUIREMENTS 
 
7. UNTIL RECORDATION OF A DOCUMENT SHOWING THE 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD APPROVED OR STAFF APPROVED 
NAOS LOCATION, ALL LAND WITHIN A PROJECT IS CONSIDERED 
POTENTIAL NAOS AND SHALL BE LEFT IN ITS NATURAL 
TOPOGRAPHIC AND VEGETATIVE CONDITION.  

 
SEC. 6.1100. MAINTENANCE AND VIOLATIONS 
 

C. VIOLATIONS 
 

4.   IN ADDITION TO THE PENALTIES PROSCRIBED IN SECTION 1.1402, 
AN OWNER OR OWNER’S AGENT WHO IS FOUND IN VIOLATION OF 
SECTION 6.1035 SHALL FULLY RESTORE THE PROPERTY TO ITS 
NATURAL TOPOGRAPHIC AND VEGETATIVE CONDITION, TO THE 
SATISFACTION OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OR DESIGNEE. 
THE RESTORATION SHALL BE COMPLETE WITHIN ONE HUNDRED 
TWENTY (120) DAYS AFTER THE FINDING OF VIOLATION. FAILURE 
TO COMPLETE RESTORATION WITHIN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY 
(120) DAYS IS DEEMED AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CITY TO 
COMPLETE RESTORATION AT THE EXPENSE OF THE PROPERTY 
OWNER. THE COST OF THE CITY’S RESTORATION SHALL BECOME 
A LIEN AGAINST THE PROPERTY.  ALL FEES TO APPLY FOR 
DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL ON THE PROPERTY SHALL BE TWICE 
THE USUAL FEES FOR SUCH APPLICATIONS. 
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